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4th Sunday in Lent          March 30, 2025 
 

Welcome and Announcements (Please pass the attendance pad along the pew. If you are a visitor, please include your mailing address.) 

Opening Hymn: “Come Thou Font of Every Blessing” (ELW 613) (on back page)  

*Confession & Forgiveness 

  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who forgives all our sin, 

whose mercy endures forever. 

Amen. 

Let us return to God, confessing our sin in the assurance of God’s abiding love. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Compassionate One, 

you are slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, 

but our lives do not always reflect you 

and your love for the world. 

We do not show others the tender compassion 

you have shown to us. 

We do not welcome others with the radical hospitality 

you grant to all people. 

We oppress others, 

even though you have set us free again and again. 

We squander the abundant gifts of the earth. 

Transform our lives 

and guide us again in the way of the cross. 

Amen. 

Beloved in Christ, 

God’s arms are always stretched open wide 

to welcome the wandering ones home. 

In ☩ Christ your sins are forgiven. 

You have a place in God’s house forever. 

Amen. 

Prayer of the Day 

God of compassion, you welcome the wayward, and you embrace us all with your mercy. By our baptism 

clothe us with garments of your grace, and feed us at the table of your love, through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

 

 

 

Welcome to First Lutheran Church 
309 Second Street North, PO Box 21, Pine River, MN  56474 

Church Office: 587-2316 
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http://www.1stluth.org/


First Reading: Joshua 5:9-12 

 
9 The LORD said to Joshua, “Today I have rolled away from you the disgrace of Egypt.” And so that place is 

called Gilgal to this day. 

 

  10 While the Israelites were camped in Gilgal, they kept the Passover in the evening on the fourteenth day of 

the month in the plains of Jericho. 11 On the day after the Passover, on that very day, they ate the produce of the 

land, unleavened cakes and roasted grain. 12 The manna ceased on the day they ate the produce of the land, and 

the Israelites no longer had manna; they ate the crops of the land of Canaan that year. 

 

 

Psalm 32 
1 Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven, 

  and whose sin is put away! 

 2 Happy are they to whom the LORD imputes 

no guilt, 

  and in whose spirit there is no guile!  

 3 While I held my tongue, my bones withered 

away, 

  because of my groaning all day long. 

 4 For your hand was heavy upon me day and 

night; 

  my moisture was dried up as in the heat of 

summer. 

 5 Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and did not 

conceal my guilt. 

  I said, “I will confess my transgressions to 

the LORD.” Then you forgave me the guilt of my 

sin. 

 6 Therefore all the faithful will make their 

prayers to you in time of trouble; 

  when the great waters overflow, they shall 

not reach them.  

 

 

 

 

 7 You are my hiding-place; you preserve me from 

trouble; 

  you surround me with shouts of deliverance. 

 8 “I will instruct you and teach you in the way 

that you should go; 

  I will guide you with my eye. 

 9 Do not be like horse or mule, which have 

no understanding; 

  who must be fitted with bit and bridle, or else 

they will not stay near you.” 

 10 Great are the tribulations of the wicked; 

  but mercy embraces those who trust in 

the LORD. 

 11 Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in 

the LORD; 

  shout for joy, all who are true of heart.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 5:16-21 

 
16 From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we once knew Christ 

from a human point of view, we no longer know him in that way. 17 So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new 

creation: everything old has passed away; look, new things have come into being! 18 All this is from God, who 

reconciled us to himself through Christ and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; 19 that is, in Christ God 

was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of 

reconciliation to us. 20 So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal through us; we entreat 

you on behalf of Christ: be reconciled to God. 21 For our sake God made the one who knew no sin to be sin, so 

that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 

 



*Gospel Announcement 

The Holy Gospel according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
Gospel: Luke 15:1-7 

 

  1 1 Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him. 2 And the Pharisees and 

the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 

3 So he told them this parable: 4 “Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing one of them, 

does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is lost until he finds 

it? 5 And when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. 6 And when he comes home, 

he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my lost 

sheep.’ 7 Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over 

ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance. 

 

”The Gospel of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Children’s Message                                                                                                              Pastor Hans Anderson 

                                 

Message- “Valley of Loss”                    Pastor Hans Anderson 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Song of the Day: “Amazing Grace” (ELW 779) 

 

 

 

 



*Statement of Faith – The Apostles’ Creed 

 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  

He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.   

Amen. 

 

*Prayers of the People: 

 

Led by the Spirit, let us turn to God in prayer for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

 

God of faithful promise, make your church a new creation in Christ. As you reconcile us to yourself, guide us 

also in your way of reconciliation, that through confession and forgiveness, repentance and reparations, your 

church may bear witness to your love. God, in your mercy, 

receive our prayer. 

 

God of new beginnings, restore balance to the earth. Send rain to places of drought and sunshine to places of 

flooding, that the produce of the land may again support life. God, in your mercy, 

receive our prayer. 

 

God of prodigal grace, unite the nations as fellow members of the human family. Give leaders the courage to 

put aside pride and ego, to cease squandering lives and time, and to work for the well-being of all. God, in your 

mercy, 

receive our prayer. 

 

God of boundless love, receive with open arms any in need of compassion. Embrace all who are far from home 

or estranged from loved ones, and all who live with regret. Embolden your people to offer and to seek 

forgiveness. We pray for the following………. God, in your mercy, 

receive our prayer. 

 

God of radical inclusion, widen human circles to welcome all who are excluded. Bless the work of disability 

ministries, ministries by and with neurodivergent people, and multicultural and ethnic-specific ministries; that 

the welcome of Jesus be extended to all. God, in your mercy, 

receive our prayer. 

 

Receive the prayers of your people and draw all things together in your love, in the name of Jesus, who leads us 

from death to life. 

Amen. 

 



Offering 

*Offertory Prayer 

Gracious Provider, 

you set your immense treasures among us, 

opening your heart to the world. 

As we prepare to feast on your bountiful love, 

deepen our commitment to sharing those 

treasures with others, 

through our Savior, Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

  

*Words of Institution 

 
*Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever and ever.           Amen. 

 

 

†   Communion   † 
 

 

 



Holy Communion Distribution  

 

Babies N Bibles & Club 45 go upstairs to the Nursery 

*Post Communion Prayer 

 

Generous Host, 

you have shared your feast with us and made us new. 

Send us now to set tables of love and grace in our communities, 

that your liberating love might nourish the world into freedom, 

in the name of the crucified one, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

*Blessing: 

 

God our tender parent, 

God the crucified one, 

God the reconciling Spirit, 

☩ bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

*Sending Hymn: “O, Living Breath of God” (ELW 407) 

 



*Dismissal: 

Go in peace. Care for others as God cares for you. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

Reader:  

Communion Server:  

Zoom: Cora Hohnstadt  

Sound: Val Johnson 

Ushers: Paul Pearson, Jace & Vince Norman   

Altar Guild: Val Johnson & Jodi Perry 

Coffee Hoplin Families 

Counter: Brenda Anderson 

  

The Week Ahead                                                                                

 

Sunday, March 30, 2025                                                                                                                          

4th Sunday in Lent 

Worship Service                                                                                                                              9:00 AM                                                                                                                                                 

Babies N Bibles and Club 45 following communion  

            Fellowship & Coffee Time                                                                                                           10:00 AM  

                        

Wednesday, April 2, 2025 

WOW 

SOUP SUPPER                                                                                                                               5:00 PM 

Lenten Service                                                                                                                                 6:00 PM 

 

Thursday, April 3, 2025 

Dorcas Circle                                                                                                                                   9:00 AM 

 

Sunday, April 6, 2025                                                                                                                          

5th Sunday in Lent 

Worship Service                                                                                                                              9:00 AM                                                                                                                                                 

Babies N Bibles and Club 45 following communion  

            Fellowship & Coffee Time                                                                                                           10:00 AM  

             

 

 



Announcements 
 

To view Sunday Services via Zoom, go to www.zoom.us and select the blue “Join a Meeting” link at the top 

center of your screen.  Type in the following Meeting ID number and click the blue “Join” button. 

Sunday worship, 9:00 a.m.  –  Meeting ID 893  3233 9261 Passcode: 053380 

Bulletins can be sponsored for $25.00 per week. This week’s bulletin is sponsored by the Lindquist family in 

remembrance of Evan The sign-up sheet is on the Called to Serve bulletin board in the Narthex. 

Lenten Soup Suppers 

Soup suppers for 2025 are continuing through April 9. The sign up sheet for volunteers and food donations 

is posted in the narthex.  

Please come every Wednesday for a warm meal and the Lenten Church Service. Food for your body and 

soul—begins at 5:00 pm and done by 7:00 pm                                           

  A Lenten Stewardship Project                                                                   

First Lutheran Church Women will be collecting donations of bars of soap.  

The collection box will be in the church narthex. Donations can be   given anytime 

 the church is open. The bars of soap collected with be given to the My Little Church,  

the   Tiger’s Den Food Shelf and the Pine River Backus Food Shelf.  

 

FLCW continues to collect used eyeglasses for donation to the Minnesota Lions Club. Accepted are 

eyeglasses (frames with lenses intact), non-prescription eyeglasses and reading glasses. (no lenses without 

frames or frames without lenses please). The basket for these donations is on the small table as you come in the 

side door by the Seek Him Room.  

Please make sure you designate your Choice Dollars by March 31st, or 

they are forfeited. Thank you. 

Last week’s  Noisy Offering will be giving $______ to the Pine River Backus Food Shelf. March is Minesota 

Food Shelf month. Thank you for donating! 

 

Wednesdays in Lent we are using this workbook immediately following the Holden Evening Worship to meet 

and discuss in small groups. It has been very well received. Please join us!  



Prayers of Healing, Care and Joy 

 

Those with medical concerns… 

               Caleb Prushek, great nephew of Jane Orth 

               Cleone Hoplin 

    Grace Anderson 

      

Those in the service… 

             Senior Master Sargeant Bradford, son of Bill & Kaye Schroeder 

Major A.J. Depman, nephew of Bill & Kaye Schroeder 

Sgt Christopher Krecklau, son of Mary & Randy Krecklau 

 E-6 Nathaniel & E-6 Amanda Mitchell, nephew of Mary & Randy Krecklau 

 

 

                   

 



Thank you to Jim Riess for this quiz.  

 

?????????????????????????????????????????????

???????????????????????????????????????????? 

 

 

 



Opening Hymn: “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing

 


