
 
 

 

On July 4, 2026, our nation marks its Semiquincentennial—the 250th anniversary of the signing of 
the Declaration of Independence. This milestone offers our church family a unique opportunity to pause, 

reflect on our nation's history, and look toward the future. As people of faith, we celebrate the enduring legacy 

of religious liberty that allows us to worship freely, while recommitting ourselves to serving our community. 

 

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost July 5, 2026 

 

Welcome and Announcements (Guests please sign the attendance book in the pew) 

 

Sharing the Peace 
 

Opening Song: “In Christ Alone”  
 

 

 

Welcome to First Lutheran Church 
309 Second Street North, PO Box 21, Pine River, MN  56474 

Church Office: 587-2316 

www.1stluth.org 

http://www.1stluth.org/


*Confession & Forgiveness 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 

whose compassion endures forever. 

Amen. 

Let us confess our sin to God. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Compassionate God, 

we confess to you all our sins. 

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 

In your mercy, call us back to you. 

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 

Restore us to dwell in your peace. 

In Christ’s name we pray, 

Amen. 

Jesus says, “Come to me, 

all you who are weary 

and are carrying heavy burdens, 

and I will give you rest.” 

In the name of God, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

your sins are forgiven. 

Rest in God’s love. 

Amen. 

*Prayer of the Day 

You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have made us for yourself, and our hearts are 

restless until they rest in you. Grant that we may believe in you, call upon you, know you, and serve you, 

through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

First Reading: Zechariah 9:9-12 

9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! 

  Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! 

 See, your king comes to you; 

  triumphant and victorious is he, 

 humble and riding on a donkey, 

  on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 

 10 He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 

  and the war horse from Jerusalem; 

 and the battle bow shall be cut off, 

  and he shall command peace to the nations; 

 his dominion shall be from sea to sea 

  and from the River to the ends of the earth. 

 

 11 As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, 

  I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 

 12 Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; 

  today I declare that I will restore to you double. 



Psalm: Psalm 145:8-14  

 8 The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, 

  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

 9 LORD, you are good to all, 

  and your compassion is over all your 

works.  

 10 All your works shall praise you, O LORD, 

  and your faithful ones shall bless you. 

 11 They shall tell of the glory of your kingdom 

  and speak of your power, 

 12 that all people may know of your power 

  and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. 

 13 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; 

your dominion endures throughout all ages. 

  You, LORD, are faithful in all your words, 

and loving in all your works. 

 14 The Lord upholds all those who fall 

  and lifts up those who are bowed down.   

 

Second Reading: Romans 7:15-25a 

15 I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate. 16 Now if I do 

what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. 17 But in fact it is no longer I who do it but sin that dwells 

within me. 18 For I know that the good does not dwell within me, that is, in my flesh. For the desire to do the 

good lies close at hand, but not the ability. 19 For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I 

do. 20 Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I who do it but sin that dwells within me. 

  21 So I find it to be a law that, when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. 22 For I delight in the 

law of God in my inmost self, 23 but I see in my members another law at war with the law of my mind, making 

me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. 24 Wretched person that I am! Who will rescue me from 

this body of death? 25a Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! 

*Gospel Announcement 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

 

*Gospel: Matthew 11:28-30 

28 “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my 

yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your 

souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Children’s Message          Pastor Hans Anderson 

 

Message- “ REST for your soul”                                                                                         Pastor Hans Anderson 
 

 



 

*Statement of Faith – The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. 

 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  

 He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. 

 He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.   

Amen. 
 

 

*Prayers of the People: 
 

Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of creation. 

 

A brief silence. 
 

God our unity, your church flourishes in different languages, cultures, and movements. Grant us wisdom to 

discern when our yokes are too heavy, that we may live and serve in the freedom of your rest. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

God our life-giver, we grieve the pains placed upon our common home through war and neglect. What you have 

lovingly crafted, guide us to lovingly tend. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

God our freedom, you are no tyrant but bring peace. As this nation marks its declaration of independence, teach 

us our part in announcing peace for future generations. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

God our comfort, liberate all in our community who are captive to fear, who have become isolated or ill, or who 

are in any need. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

God our guide, we do not always have the strength to do the good we wish to do. Free us from the cycles of 

violence that bind us, that all know your liberation. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all our cares upon you, through the 

abundant grace of Christ Jesus. 

Amen. 

 

 



Hymn of the Day: “Softly and Tenderly” (ELW 608 (Offering will be taken during the hymn)  

 



*Offertory Prayer 

Loving God, 

we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. 

Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, 

so that all creation can taste your abundance. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, 

through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

*Words of Institution 

 
 

*Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever and ever.   

Amen. 

 

†   Communion   † 
All who believe in the death and resurrection as given in this bread and wine are welcome to the table today. 

Please follow usher’s guidance to come forward to receive communion and then return to your seat. 

Gluten free wafers, and apple juice are available from the communion server upon request. 

 

You are welcome to this Table of our Lord. 
 

 

Holy Communion Distribution  at the rail 
 

*Post Communion Prayer 
 

Compassionate God, 

through the gifts of bread and wine 

our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. 

Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 

may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, 

through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

*Blessing: 

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, 

☩ one God, 

bless, heal, and hold you 

today and always. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 



Sending Song- “This is my Song” (ELW 887) 

 



*Dismissal: 

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Readers: Eliana Moser & Madelyn Moser 

Communion Assistants:  

Zoom:  Bill Schroader 

Sound:   

Ushers:  Paul Pearson & Mark Lange 

Altar Guild:  Annette Newton & Gloria Johnson 

Counter:  Joan Anderson  

 

 

 

The Week Ahead 
 

   

Sunday, July 5, 2026 

Sixth Sunday After Pentecost 

Worship Service                                                                                                                             9:00 AM 

           Collen Moser 80th Birthday Party 10:00 AM 

 

Monday, July 6, 2026        

             VBS, JULY 6 – July 10, see flier for more info 

             Game Day 1:00 – 3:00 PM 

                  

Thursday, July 9, 2026 

 Operation Sandwich 10:00 AM 

   

Sunday, July 12, 2026 

Seventh Sunday After Pentecost 

Worship Service                                                                                                                             9:00 AM 

           Fellowship & Coffee Time 10:00 AM 

            

 



Announcements 

 

Sunday Services at First Lutheran continue to be in-person and via Zoom.  To join us via Zoom, go to 

www.zoom.us and select the blue “Join a Meeting” link at the top center of your screen.  (You won’t need to 

create an account.)  Type in the appropriate Meeting ID number and click the blue “Join” button. 

Sunday worship, 9:00 a.m.  –  Meeting ID is 882 7501 6398  Passcode is 753902. 
 

Bulletins can be sponsored for $25.00 per week. The sign-up sheet is on the Called to Serve bulletin board in 

the Narthex. 

 

FLCW needs a treasurer. All financial information is up to date. Needed is someone to make all budgeted 

donations, deposit funds, and complete a twice yearly Income and Expense Report for the FLCW Board 

Meetings. If finance is one of the gifts God has given you and you are willing to use this gift for First Lutheran 

Church Women, please contact Denice Smith at 218-820-4522. Thank you.  

Our community VBS will be running from July 6-10. We are looking for some teen and/or adult volunteers to 

help with the arts and crafts station during the evening camp that runs from 5:15-8:00. You can do the whole 

week or you can volunteer for one evening--we'll take the help in any way! Please see Morgan Kepner or 

Melanie Lindquist if you would like to volunteer or if you have any questions. Thank you!  

 

 



Prayers of Healing, Care and Joy 
   

Those with medical concerns… 

Madeleine Primmer 

Ryan Kelley 

Juliet Perry Stevens, Jodi Perry’s daughter, recovering from surgery  

Harvey Kelley 

 

 Those in the service… 

             Senior Master Sargeant Bradford, son of Bill & Kaye Schroeder 

Major A.J. Depman, nephew of Bill & Kaye Schroeder 

Sgt Christopher Krecklau, son of Mary & Randy KrecklauE-6 Nathaniel & Chief Amanda Mitchell,   

nephew of Mary & Randy Krecklau 

 

 

 



 

 
 



FLCW had a busy week! 

The Summerfest Bake Sale was on Saturday June 27. 

Thank you to all those who furnished items for the FLCW Summerfest Bake Sale. Thank you to Mary 

Krecklau, Penny Siewert, and Holly Knutson for  leading set-up, sales and takedown. The total amount earned 

was $775.75, for the ministry of FLCW.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

The FLCW Retreat as on June 29 

18 FLCW members, and Pastor Hans gathered at Deep Portage Learning Center for a day of    retreat in nature 

and God’s Word. Our lunch came just as weather sirens went off! So, off we went to the hallway of the 

basement. The food was great, and the staff were very accommodating. Pastor Hans led the Bible Study, and 

then we celebrated Jan Otness’ birthday. Only a few of us attempted the climbing wall! Everyone had a 

wonderful time. 

 


